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The Parish Council has taken the decision, following 
Government guidelines, to only produce an online version 
of  the Newsletter for the next few months. If  you know 
of  any of  your immediate neighbours who don’t have 
access to a computer, please feel free to print a copy 
and give it to them using gloves. Thank you. 

Closing date for copy for the July edition is June 10th (please include a contact phone number)
Email contributions to pontesburynewsletter@gmail.com or hand in at the Post Office.

Advertisers – See inside for details of  how to place your ad. 

The Newsletter during Lockdown
Please continue to send your articles and photographs 
to the editor as normal (see below), rather than to the 
Parish Clerk. Any necessary queries will go to the Clerk 
as they always have done. Thank you.

Change and 
Consistency

The changes involved in the way 
we now have to live our lives, like 
self- distancing, wearing of  gloves 
and face masks and coming to 
terms with the new normal for 
the forseeable future, are new 
challenges. Yet at the heart of  
the community of  the Parish of  
Pontesbury we have all retained 
the values of  our community and 
are learning to work together in 
new ways. This was clearly shown 
on VE (Victory in Europe) Day 
when communities following the 
guidelines managed to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary, albeit in a 
different format than we would have 
originally planned. 

Friendships new and old are holding 
us all together. In these difficult 
times our great community spirit and 
resolve to overcome the difficulties 
we face, have shown why, as a 
Parish, we are successfully coming 
together, and will ultimately lead to 
us  working through this together, 
and emerging an even stronger, more 
supportive community.

Keep well and safe. 
Cllr Duncan Fletcher  

on behalf of  
Pontesbury Parish Council

How Allcare celebrated VE day
We decked our offices out in Union Jacks, and prepared a WW2 meal for 
all the individuals who we provide lunch calls for. This consisted of  Corned 
Beef  Hash and a Steamed Jam Pudding. We didn’t use a corned beef  hash 
recipe from WW2, as we felt a modern adaptation of  this would be a little 
more palatable. The jam pudding, however, was made to a WW2 recipe, 
minus the powdered eggs as we had the luxury of  being able to use real 
ones. Thirty meals were provided.

The feedback we had was amazing, and it certainly took some of  our 
services users on a trip down memory lane – nothing quite beats a healthy 
dose of  nostalgia does it? We are also hoping to work on a little booklet of  
the memories that were shared by our service users of  this day back in 1945.

Alexandra Beesley for Allcare
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Pontesbury Parish Council would like to say:
• Big thank yous to the volunteer co-ordinators 

throughout the parish: Sharon Davies for all her hard 
work in setting up the Volunteers Helping Neighbours 
group in Pontesbury and the fantastic work Sharon 
and Helen do with the food boxes, and everyone 
donating food for the boxes. Thank you to Cllr Paul 
Bradbury for helping people in Minsterley, to the 
group in Plealey supporting each other and to Janet 
Radford for co-ordinating support in Habberley.

• Thank you to Greg at Shroptech for all your help 
supporting people with their IT queries around the 
area.

• Thank you to all the shops and businesses in 
Pontesbury that are helping out and all the staff  
working on the frontline in order to support the local 
community, including food deliveries from Hignett’s, 
Lunt’s Chemist staff  giving out much needed 
medicines, extra demand being placed on Post Office 
and Connections staff, all the support given to older 
people by Allcare, and the Co-op team. We are also 
getting lots of  support from businesses/shops outside 
the parish such as The Village Stores in Hanwood, 
and Smith’s and Co-op in Minsterley.  Businesses/
restaurants and food suppliers in Shrewsbury too. 
(see the information sheet for all of  these).

• Thank you to all the medical staff  at the surgery in 
Pontesbury who put themselves at risk to support us all.

• Thank you to Anna Lawson, Michelle Trow and 
Christine Lawrie who are working so hard to keep the 
facebook pages for the Parish Council and local village, 
and the Pavilion website up to date with all the latest 
COVID-19 news and support throughout this crisis.

• Thank you to Helen Tazewell, Community Care 
Co-ordinator at the surgery who is still  working 
tirelessly making sure people are getting the support 
they need in terms of  health, food and mental health.  
Thanks also to the team of  Coco befrienders who are 
telephoning people and delivering things people need. 

• Thank you to the lovely ladies at Lunt’s Chemists for 
all their support and kindness always but particularly 
in these difficult times.

Volunteers Helping Neighbours would like to say:
• The overwhelming generosity of  people in 

Pontesbury, Minsterley and surrounding villages has 
enabled us to set up a temporary food hub in the new 
Pavillion. Over the last five weeks we have been able 
to pack up boxes and deliver to over twenty families 
and vulnerable people, the parcels include fresh fruit, 
vegetables and bread as well as larder items. On VE 
day the volunteer group and friends made cakes for 
the celebration and these were distributed along with 
the food parcels. None of  this could have happened 

without your generosity by leaving food in the drop bins 
at both Pontesbury and Minsterley Co-ops, and by the 
generous donations of  money which has enabled us to 
buy food, nappies, baby formula and personal items.

A big thank you to all of  you including: 
• All the people donating anonymously to the 

foodbank through collection points in the Pontesbury 
and Minsterley Co-ops and through the justgiving page

• Gwaine from Minsterley butchers  
• The Bog Centre for the canned pop 
• Allcare
• Namaste
• Hignett’s
• The anonymous donation of  three sacks of  potatoes
• Minsterley and Pontesbury Parish Councils 
• The Severn Rotary Club 
• For crisps and peanuts from both the Plough Inn, 

Pontesbury and The Crown and Sceptre, Minsterley
• To Mullers for yogurts each week.
• To Morrisons, Shrewsbury, for another donation of food
• To Severn Rotary Club, Hignett’s and Manchester 

House for their donation of  money 
• To Theresa, Horseshoe Inn, Pontesbury for a 

donation in memory of  Geoff  Challinor who sadly 
passed away after a long illness

• To Lunt’s for having a box to collect donated 
toiletries and all those donating them

• Staff  at Abbey Foregate Home Bargains
• Unison for their donation of  Easter eggs
On behalf  of  everyone receiving or who has received 

parcels, thank you so very much.
The food hub will continue for a short while longer 

working alongside Helen Tazewell, Community & Care 
co-ordinator to ensure each person is offered the help 
that is there for them.

• Thank you to Western Power for their grant of  £200 
towards the food boxes for our local community.

Support your local food scheme
The local Volunteers Helping Neighbours group, in 

addition to delivering shopping and prescriptions, are 
distributing local food boxes. You can support them by:

•  Putting food into the boxes at Pontesbury and 
Minsterley Co-op when you are shopping

•  As a local business you can donate any waste food 
you have or other food by contacting 07940 988951  or 
sharonedavies@outlook.com

Thank you!
This section is dedicated to the wonderful people who are helping out in our community.  

We don’t know about everyone so please add your nominations for the next issue.
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Many of  us are spending more time at home during 
the Coronavirus Pandemic – and using more energy at 
the same time!  

If  you’re struggling or worried about higher bills or 
feel like you may struggle to pay your energy bills due to 
a change in your circumstances – the Keep Shropshire 
Warm team could help. They can check bills and tariffs, 
speak to suppliers on your behalf  and help access grants 
and discounts.  

Call Keep Shropshire Warm on 0800 112 3743 or 
email advice@mea.org.uk 

The scheme is backed by Shropshire Council and is 
managed by Shrewsbury-based energy charity, Marches 
Energy Agency.

Free Pre-Payment Meter Advice during the 
Coronavirus Pandemic

Thousands of  residents have been told by the 
government to self-isolate at home, causing potential 
issues for residents who pay for their gas and electricity 
by pre-payment meter.

If  you’re concerned about topping-up your meter, our 
advisors could help with free and impartial advice and 
support.  

Many energy suppliers have announced new support 
–  we can check what your supplier is offering and speak 
to them on your behalf  if  needed. 

If  you or anyone you know finds themselves in this 
situation – Call Keep Shropshire Warm on 0800 112 
3743 or email advice@mea.org.uk 

The scheme is backed by Shropshire Council and is 
managed by Shrewsbury-based energy charity, Marches 
Energy Agency.

Facebook: Keep Shropshire Warm 
Twitter: @KeepShropshireWarm 

Shropshire Domestic Abuse Service
https://www.shropsdas.org.uk/news/i tem/

shropshire-domestic-abuse-service-during-covid-19 is 
a video on how Shropshire Domestic Abuse Service can 
help.

https://www.shropsdas.org.uk/sites/default/files/
fileman/SHROPS_DAS/SDAS-Services-LEAFLET-FINAL2.
pdf  is a useful leaflet on what they offer

If  you are worried and need someone to talk to you 
can always speak to your GP in confidence.

Are you struggling financially due to Coronavirus?
If  you are experiencing financial issues as a result of  

Covid-19, you can get advice/support from the following 
organisations:

Shropshire Council – ring the Covid-19 helpline. 
Residents whose employment or income has been 
adversely impacted by the coronavirus pandemic have the 
opportunity to delay payment of  council tax until 1 June 
2020. You might qualify for a reduction if  your income 
has dropped or if  you started claiming benefits recently.

Barnabas Money Advice (BMA) offers a free, 
confidential service for personal debt advice, budgeting 
help or form filling when applying for benefits etc. 
BMA do not lend or provide money to clients but will 
negotiate with creditors for realistic payment solutions 
as appropriate.

Details are https://www.barnabascommunityprojects.
org/barnabas-money-advice. 01743 364114. Email 
address: barnabasmoneyadvice@gmail.com.

Clients are being contacted via email and phone. 
Face-to-face appointments are not taking place at the 
moment.

CAB Shropshire – for help with benefits, money 
and debt advice: https://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/. 
Adviceline Shropshire: 03444 99 11 00 (Mon-Fri 10am 
to 4pm)

Citizensadvice.org.uk/coronavirus has lots of  useful 
information about what to do if  you are struggling to 
pay your bills, how to get council tax relief, and some 
general debt and money advice

Stepchange – www.stepchange.org are a general debt 
and money advice charity. They have just produced a 
new guide ‘How to deal with a reduced income due 
to Coronavirus’. They can provide free, impartial debt 
advice, online and on the telephone.

The Money Advice Service (sponsored by Department 
of  Work and Pensions) has comprehensive advice on 
Coronavirus and how it may impact on your financial 
situation including housing costs, employment, claiming 
sick pay and general advice about managing your money 
on a reduced income. https://www.moneyadviceservice. 
org.uk/en/articles/coronavirus-what-it-means-for-you

Help with food 
Volunteers Helping Neighbours may be able to provide 

you with an emergency foodbox contact 07940 988951 
sharonedavies@outlook.com

If  you need help with food directly as a result of  
Covid-19, please call Shropshire Council on 0345 678 
9028.

If  you need food due to general lack of  funds, please 
call the SC Welfare Support Team on 0345 678 9078.

Free Energy Advice Throughout the Coronavirus 
Pandemic

The Keep Shropshire Warm service continues to 
support residents across Shropshire, by offering free 
and impartial support to residents.  
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Useful information from

Pontesbury Parish Council
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VE Day celebrations
Good to see VE Day being commemorated in the village 
to mark the victory over the forces of  facism that so 
many died to achieve. In WW2, those forces claimed 
millions of  victims, who were killed due to their ethnicity, 
religion, political beliefs, or sexual orientation, as well as 
the conscripted combatants and bombed or beseiged 
civilians on all sides. The defeat of  those forces is indeed 
a cause for celebration. 

May they never resurface – anywhere. 

Food Bank Boxes
Two food bank donation boxes beautifully decorated by Tom Wootton and  
two very talented students, hopefully easing the pain that such things 
should even be necessary in our wealthy society. 



Keeping Well
Mental Health
Shropshire Council Public Health team have launched 
a new suite of  mental health resources in partnership 
with Shropshire MIND and other organisations.  

As the Covid-19 crisis continues and levels of  anxiety are 
stretched, Shropshire MIND continues to provide invaluable 
mental health support. The charity is open 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. They currently have seven call lines in operation, 
making or dealing with nearly 700 calls per week. Calmer 
Café No 1 (upstairs at Shropshire MIND) continues to remain 
open on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 6pm 
till 10pm. Two people are admitted at a time and must pre-
book as there is an allocated time and all distancing and 
cleaning practices are followed meticulously.  Eight to ten 
people have been coming into the café every night.

Unfortunately, MIND’s drop-in service had to close 
recently but this will resume as soon as directions 
permit this in a safe manner. In a search for a creative 
alternative, Zoom sessions have been offered entitled 
Stress, Anxiety and Wellbeing, and these have been 
attended by just over 250 people to date. 

MIND Free Zoom Session - Topic: Stress, Anxiety and 
Wellbeing (Tues and Weds 3pm till 4pm, Thurs 4pm till 
5pm – each week until the end of  May).

Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8504
3721339pwd=MkludGZiN1cwRG9IUW1qOHdXT3ptZz09

Meeting ID: 850 4372 1339   Password: 799957
If  you would like to find out more about the support 

available from Shropshire MIND call 01743 368647 or  
log on to https://www.shropshiremind.org/

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/ gives a variety 
of  tips for reducing anxiety and keeping mentally healthy.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-
depression/mental-health-helplines/ is a link to NHS 
approved helplines for people to call 

Parenting, Children and Young people 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-

19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-
mental-health-and-wellbeing? Includes an easy-read 
guide for young people.

Kooth is also online support for young people free 
anonymous online support https://www.kooth.com/

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-
yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/ This site also 
has a parent helpline attached to it, if  a parent is worried 
about their child’s mental health.

Samaritans helpline 24 hours per day on 116 123 
(number won’t show up on your bill).

The Parenting Team is continuing our service of  
telephone consultations. Parents and carers can simply 
call our office on 01743 250950 or email parenting.
team@shropshire.gov.uk to arrange a consultation at a 
time convenient to them.  

Our team can support parents and carers with:
•  managing difficult questions and worries from 

children due to the current situation
•  managing challenging behaviour which might be a 

result of  the changes to their everyday lives
•  maintaining good relationships with children during 

this time
•  suggestions on activities to do with children.

Getting out and about
Updated guidance for using Country Parks  
and Sites 
Following the latest Government announcement that 
people will be able to travel to exercise in England only, 
we know many Shropshire residents and visitors will be 
keen to visit Country Parks and heritage sites across 
the county.  

While this is understandable due to the many physical 
and mental health benefits, the safety of  our staff, 
volunteers, communities and visitors is our top priority.  

We strongly recommend that you keep to exercising 
in your local area to avoid too many people visiting our 
most popular sites. These sites will still be here for you 
to visit when restrictions are lifted. 

If  you do choose to travel to exercise at one of  our 
sites, we strongly recommend that you plan your visit and 
research the many sites that are available http://www.
shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/parks-and-sites/. This 
will help to avoid everyone visiting our most popular sites 
at the same time and make your time exercising safer.  

You must maintain social distancing and stay two 
metres apart from anyone that is not from your 
household and this will make this much easier. 

 If  you or a member of  your household has symptoms 
of  Covid-19, you must stay at home and not visit any 
of  our sites. 

http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/ 
Information and interactive maps on walking, cycling, 
horse-riding, geo-caching as well as country parks – 
including how to be safe outdoors during Covid-19 
(Shropshire Council site)

See also Walking in Shropshire https://www.
walkinginengland.co.uk/shropshire which has hundreds 
of  FREE walks to download  (privately managed website).

Debbie Marais, Parish Clerk
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Good things to do at home and 
support for parents

‘Ideas for online things to keep you busy at home’ is 
a pdf  document that can be downloaded from www.
pavilion.co.uk . (Use Latest News tab and scroll down to 
Things to do at home). It has everything from museums 
and galleries offering online exhibitions to virtual tours 
of  places and buildings, online learning resources, music 
sites to board games online and much much more.

Shropshire Council have put together a guide to 
support and information on all aspects of  looking after 
children and young people https://www.shropshire.gov.
uk/coronavirus/information-for-the-public/support-for-
parents-children-and-young-people/
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Coronavirus:  Parish Council 
Meeting/June

Following emergency legislation and regulations by the 
Secretary of  State, the decision has been taken to cancel 
the following Parish Council meeting: 

8 June 2020 Full Parish Council Meeting
In accordance with the regulations, any appointments 

which would usually be made at the Annual Meeting 
will continue until the next Annual Meeting or until the 
council decides otherwise, whichever is the earlier. It 
is currently anticipated that the next Annual Council 
Meeting will take place in May 2021.

The Parish Council Planning Committee meeting will 
also not be taking place in June.

If  you wish to comment on a planning application 
please use the Shropshire Council planning portal at  
https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/ Or 
pass your comments through Cllr A Hodges at ahodges@
pontesburypc.org.uk.  All new planning applications for 
the area are listed on the Parish Council website.

 Mrs Debbie Marais, Parish Clerk, Pontesbury Parish Council
8 Holbache Road, Oswestry, SY11 1RP

Email: clerk@pontesburypc.org.uk
Tel: 01691 661157 (Please leave a message  

if I am not available to answer your call)
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Answers to last month’s quiz
1.  What does the boy wear in the David Walliams 
book?  Ans. A dress.
2.  In the 1991 film, what colour were the fried 
tomatoes made at the Whistle Stop Café?  Ans. 
Green.
3.  Esio Trot, by  Roald Dahl refers to what animal?  
Ans. A tortoise.
4.  What vegetable is referred to in the title of  one of  
Frank Cottrell Boyce’s books?  Ans. Broccoli.
5.  In Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame, what 
does Toad disguise himself  as to escape from the 
prison?  Ans. A washerwoman.
6.  What is the first name of  Professor McGonagall 
in the Harry Potter books?  Ans. Minerva.
7.  A Banksy painting of  ‘Girl with Balloon’ self-
shredded after selling at action in October. Where 
did this take place?  Ans. Sotheby’s, London.
8.  Which artist frequently uses casts of  his body in 
his work, and created The Angel of  the North?  Ans. 
Antony Gormley.
9.  What is the first book in the series ‘His Dark 
Materials’ and who is the author?  Ans. Northern 
Lights and Philip Pullman.
10.  Name two characters who are Marvel and two 
who are DC.
A.  Marvel – any two from Captain America, Iron 
Man, Thor, Incredible Hulk, Ant-man, Dr Strange, 
Spiderman, Black Panther.
B.  DC – any two from Superman, Batman, 
Catwoman, Dark Knight, Wonderwoman, Aquaman.

Gardening at home 
Don’t forget that the Trading Post is open again  
– Saturday mornings 9.30am-12pm (Social 
distancing measures are in place). 

Quiz for June – Find the linking word or the common theme
_______________________________________________ Rising, set, wards
_______________________________________________ Some, any, no
_______________________________________________ lime, chestnut, rowan
_______________________________________________ China, egg, fruit
_______________________________________________ Bag, drunk, up
_______________________________________________ Shiel, Lomond, Tay
_______________________________________________ Royal, golden, square
_______________________________________________ Political, surprise, dinner
_______________________________________________ Gear, dog, up
_______________________________________________ Kiss, raspberry, fuse
_______________________________________________ Sheet bend, bowline, square
_______________________________________________ Father, hugging, speech
_______________________________________________ Kick, kettle, talking
_______________________________________________ Dog days, cabin fever, long haul

If  you want to design a quiz/puzzle/crossword to go in the July edition,  
please send it to clerk@pontesburypc.org.uk. Thank you.
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Friends of Pontesbury Library
We do hope all of  the Friends of  Pontesbury Library are well and not missing the library too much! The good news is 
that the new library – inside The Pavilion – is virtually ready to run. The book shelves and other furniture was able to 
be put in place just before the lock-down and the books have been delivered.  Beverley, our Library Manager, has been 
able to work safely and Shropshire Library Service is currently working out its opening plans, in line with local and 
Government guidance for when it’s safe. Obviously we don’t know when that will be but it would be nice to think at 
some point during the summer things will start to get back to normal.

The Pavilion has of  course already been put to good use as the base for the local Food Hub. It’s nice to know that a 
building designed for the community is really serving its purpose at this time.  It was lovely to see it festooned with 
bunting on VE Day 2020. Thanks to Jane Simms for the photo.

 ...and on the subject of  VE Day...

Help us create a VE Day Memory Box
Can you or a relative or friend remember the ending of  

the Second World War? Following the commemoration of  VE 
DAY FOPL are inviting you to share memories from WW2 and 
particularly what happened on this significant day.

With your permission we would like to post photographs and 
comments on our website pontesburylibary.co.uk as a way 
of  respecting and remembering those who gave so much on 
our behalf  during the war years. Details of  how to do this can 
be found by following the link pontesburylibrary.co.uk/tag/
remembrance/. We look forward to seeing your contributions.  
Beverley, our Library Manager has shared a family photo of  
her Dad.

“This is my Dad’s VE day party. It’s quite unusual that it isn’t the 
‘knees up’ street party. It’s a village party in the garden of the ‘posh’ 
house. It was quite usual to have all their fêtes etc. in the garden. 
Looks like they’ve all got their Sunday best on.”

The FoPL committee has had its first ‘Zoom’ meeting and 
we are all keen to kick-start our activities as soon as it’s ok to 
do so. We have plenty of  ideas and are so looking forward to 
holding events in The Pavilion.  

Obviously at the moment there are all sorts of  charitable causes 
to which you may be contributing but if  you are still able to support 
the Library we’d be more than grateful. You can continue to donate 
to the FoPL fund through our own Library Lottery (details below) 

and through the Blue Co-Op Card loyalty card scheme – details on the FoPL website and Co-op website.
Our Library Lottery launched in July 2017 to find a way to provide ongoing income for the library campaign and give 

you the chance to win a lottery prize each month as a thank you for your support. It costs just £1 per subscription per 
month. Membership is on an annual basis so a minimum of  £12 per annum. There is a monthly draw at 11am on the 
first Saturday of  every month for 50% of  the total income. This is then divided between three lucky winners. Basically 
the more subscriptions – the higher the prize money!

You can buy as many subscriptions as you wish. Some members purchase one, others have bought 10 each. It’s up 
to you. We ask that you pay for a 12-month subscription in advance if  possible. 

The simplest way, in view of  the coronavirus current health guidelines, is to pay online: Fill in the form, Online Library 
Lottery Application even if  you are renewing, not joining for the first time so we have your up to date details, and submit 
it to us, access your online banking and make an online payment from your account via BACS Lloyds Bank, Sort Code. 
30-97-62, Account No. 02573511. Please use FoPL as a reference.

As a Library Lottery Member you automatically become an FoPL member, with the added benefits of  regular updates 
about our activities and a chance to help shape and develop our fundraising work. An alternative way to sign up is to make 
your payment using PayPal via our Donate page. May Winners : 1st Tony Hamer; 2nd Catherine Trimby; 3rd Janet Walsh.

Writing Competition
And finally following on from the success of  last year’s writing competition on the theme of  Moon Landing we are 

pleased to announce that we are going to have another this year. Our theme this year is Friendship. We are, after all, the 
Friends of  Pontesbury Library, but the Coronavirus situation has perhaps made us more aware of  the value of  friendship 
in many different ways and it seemed like an ideal topic for the competition. You can write a story, a poem, a piece of  
non-fiction writing; something from your personal experience, or a piece of  creative writing – whatever inspires you to 
write and share your thoughts and ideas.

As with last year there will be four categories for entry; Reception & KS1 children; KS2 children; KS3 & 4 students; 16+
The upper word limit is 500 words – no lower limit – and we will be getting in touch with the local schools to make 

them aware of  the competition. There is no entrance fee this year but we would be grateful for donations if  you wish 
to help sustain the library in its new home.

The deadline for entries will be Friday 31 July There will be more details as to how to submit entries and make a 
donation in next month’s newsletter.  Winners to be announced in September.

Watch this space! Happy Writing!          FoPL
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https://pontesburylibrary.co.uk/frontpage-feature/library-lottery/%23more-620


Every household in the parish should have now received 
an information sheet giving useful numbers/websites 
to support you in these difficult times – if  not please 
mailto://clerk@pontesburypc.org.uk to be sent a copy. 

As a parish council we are putting useful information and 
updates as we receive them, on  www.pontesburypavilion.
co.uk and the Pavilion facebook site: https://www.
facebook.com/The-Pavilion-Community-Hub-And-
Library-111402593826714/

Helen Tazewell, Community Care Co-ordinator at the 
Pontesbury Surgery can signpost to other sources of  
information and advice that you may need. Contact Helen 
at Pontesbury surgery on 01743 790325 and leave a 
message or email h.tazewell@nhs.net

Shropshire Council Coronavirus Helpline 
0345 678 9028 This is the dedicated number for 

the Covid-19 helpline to help with all Covid-19 related 
issues.  8am to 6pm weekdays and 9am to 1pm 
Saturdays

Supplying food parcels and assistance to those most 
vulnerable (shielded) identified by a government letter 
or anyone else who is vulnerable and who is unable to 
get food or in need of  support. 

Shropshire Council 
•  Concerns for a vulnerable adult, advice about 

social care 0345 678 9044
•  Concerns for a vulnerable child or for family 

support 0345 678 9021
•  If  you are at risk of  homelessness 0345 678 9005
•  For urgent waste and recycling enquiries 0345  

      678 9007

•  For Registrars’ issues 0345 678 9016
•  Keep up to date with daily news from Shropshire 

Council you can register to receive newsroom updates 
https://newsroomshropshire.gov.uk

For all business help including business rates:
•  Help for small businesses and self-employed 

people
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/

financialsupport-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-
covid-19.

This link will take you to general information and 
the new simple ‘business support finder’ tool which 
will help businesses and self-employed people across 
the UK to quickly and easily determine what financial 
support is available to them during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

If  you run a small business/are self-employed and 
are struggling due to COVID-19, Shropshire Council 
can offer help:

•  General advice at: https://www.shropshire.gov.
uk/coronavirus/information-for-businesses-and-the-
selfemployed/

The email address to direct any general business 
enquiries to is: covid19businessenquiries@shropshire.
gov.uk.  A simple online application form has 
been developed and this is available from https://
shropshire.gov.uk/covid-19-grants.

•  For business rates enquiries contact: businessrates@
shropshire.gov.uk. 0345 678 9003

For information about support for businesses see also 
www.investinshropshire.org.uk

Debbie Marais, Parish Clerk

Support and advice

New-look Newsletter
This edition of  the Newsletter looks a little different to usual. The format is A4 to make it easier for you print and give to those 
without a computer – following safety guidelines, of  course. The most economical way of doing it is using black only, and double-sided 
printing, if  your printer has this function.

I hope, however, that you still recognise it as the Pontesbury Newsletter you have known for so long. 
I would like to say thank you to all those who normally deliver it throughout the parish. As I’ve said before, there would be no 

point in doing it without you all to deliver it. I trust we will be able to get back to doing that at some point in the not too distant 
future. Until then, stay well.

Editor
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An aerial view of Pontesbury 
by Brian Fisher.
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How to make a face mask (taken from a government website)



Garden Allies
June is a wonderful month in the garden. Depending on the weather many flowering plants are at their peak, the 
birds are still singing and crops are maturing. However, garden pests can also be at their peak now and through 
the rest of  the summer months, but there are plenty of  garden inhabitants that can help us to keep these pests 
under control. So no need to get out the insecticide sprays and poisonous pellets. Here are some garden friends 
who can do the job naturally.

Ladybirds and their larvae eat aphids, (green and black fly), and red spider mites. Each ladybird larva will 
eat up to 5000 aphids. Attract these allies by planting yarrow, alyssum, penstemon, fennel, cinquefoil 
and tansy.

Parasitic wasps. These don’t sting, and lay their eggs on other insects. The larva then eats the host. They 
prey on a variety of  insects including caterpillars, sawfly and aphids.

Lacewings are insects with long, transparent wings. Their larvae are voracious aphid  eaters. Lacewings 
like yarrow, dill,angelica, coriander, cosmos, fennel and dandelion.

Ground beetles. Also voracious predators. They like slugs and snails. Like all beetles they like places to 
hide during the day, like leaf  litter, log piles or large stones.

Hoverflies. These harmless insects, which don’t sting, feed on nectar and pollen, and are useful pollinators, 
but their larvae also eat aphids. Plant nectar rich plants for the adults like alyssum, marjoram, mallow, 
poached egg plant, marigold, dill, California poppy (eschscholzia)

Soldier beetles like to eat aphids and caterpillars. Plant golden rod, catnip, hydrangeas, tansy.

Hedgehogs are great slug eaters. They have suffered from the use of  slug pellets in gardens as they too 
are poisoned as a result. If  you want a hedgehog in your garden, don’t use them, and make sure that 
if  your garden is fenced there are some places where a hedgehog can get in and out.

Other creatures pollinate our flowers and crops for free.

Bees. Bumble bees, honey bees and all the 200 plus species of  solitary bee pollinate plants. Bumble 
bees and solitary bees will happily live in gardens if  they have the right conditions. Some live in holes 
in the soil or lawn or look for small holes to make a nest. Bees like nectar and pollen  rich flowers like 
lavender, marjoram, geranium, foxglove, poppy, rosemary, viburnum. They can also be attracted by 
putting up a “bee hotel” in the garden.

Small birds, especially great tits and blue tits consume a huge number of  caterpillars in the nesting 
season. A brood of  great tits for instance will devour up to 10,000 caterpillars before they fledge! (BTO 
statistic). Help attract these birds into your garden by feeding with seeds and nuts through the winter, 
putting up nest boxes in safe places, and allowing caterpillars food plants such as nettles and hawthorn. 

Thrushes like to eat snails. They will choose a place in the garden as an “anvil” to break the snail’s shell 
to get at the soft creature inside. Thrushes nest in tall older trees but will visit gardens if  there is enough 
for them to eat and cover for them to hide. Thrushes have also suffered from the use of  slug and snail 
poisons used in gardens, and are now not as numerous as they once were.

Happy natural gardening!          Liz Knowles
10
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NATURAL ENGLAND 
 
Notes from the hill 
 
At the time of writing the government guidance is still to stay local and only to use open spaces 
near to your home to exercise and maintain your health. The rights of way on the Stiperstones 
National Nature Reserve remain open for local people to exercise, but dogs must be kept on 
leads at all times to ensure that social distancing is maintained, although at this time of year 
dogs should be kept on leads anyway, due to nesting birds and grazing animals. 
 
For those spending more time in the garden due to 
the nice weather and lockdown, I’m sure you will 
have noticed some of the insects that are starting to 
emerge as the temperature warms up. On the hill 
some of the butterflies will now be on the wing, 
such as green hairstreaks and small heaths and the 
green tiger beetles will be patrolling the bare sandy 
areas. Both the adult and larvae are predatory, the 
fast running adults actively hunt down other insects, 
while the larvae live in a hole and ambush passing 
prey. 

 
These dramatic events are also occurring in the garden 
and the creatures found around the home can be just as 
exciting. One lovely creature that I saw the other day was 
a zebra spider. These tiny spiders are in the family of 
jumping spiders and can jump 14 times their own body 
length, which sounds a lot but is actually about 10cm. 
They are completely harmless to us, but are entertaining 
to watch as they search out their prey. They mostly eat 
small flies and midges so even the most arachnophobic 

person should welcome them into the garden.  They are great to watch too whether hunting for 
food, sometimes much larger than they are, or interacting with other zebra spiders. Their 
courtship dance of the male is particularly endearing as they zig zag back and forth, waggling 
their stripy legs. 
 
Another insect that can be found in gardens at this time of year is the red mason bee. This 
small bee gets its name from its habit of nesting in cavities between brickwork, although along 
with other solitary bees, it also happily frequents bee hotels.  
 
Bee hotels can easily be made from bunches of old canes and bits of 
wood with holes drilled in them, all bundled into a frame (I have used 
parts of an old pallet for mine). The finished construction then needs to 
be put in a south facing sunny spot, then you can sit back and watch to 
see what moves in. You will know if you’ve got mason bees as they seal 
up the ends of the canes with mud once they have laid their eggs. Mason 
bees are a good pollinator of a variety of plants such as apple and pear 
trees, so again are beneficial to the gardener. The RSPB has a good 
“Build a bee B&B” article on its website. 
 
So perhaps now is the perfect time to sit and look more closely at the wonderful creatures that 
are all around us, carrying out their fascinating lives right under our nose. 
 
 
Happy gardening from Simon Cooter and the Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak. 



Pontesbury Women’s Club
At the end of  March, with the onset of  the 
Coronavirus Pandemic in the UK, the committee 
of  Pontesbury Women’s Club decided to cancel all 
forthcoming meetings until further notice and at 
the time of  writing there is no reason to believe that 
we’ll be returning to normal in the next few weeks. 
In the meantime we wish all our members well 
and are trying to keep in touch during this strange 
time. We look forward to a time when we’ll be able 
to get together again, enjoy a chat, a good speaker 
and some wonderful outings. For this month (June) 
we’ll have to treat ourselves to strawberries, scones 
and cream and pretend it’s a PWC Strawberry Tea!’

June Tune

June Diary
No events are being advertised for June

.

Future Events
Post your future events here to avoid clashes

As I haven’t heard if these events have been 
cancelled, I’m leaving them in the Diary. However, 
all events are subject to Coronavirus restrictions 

in place at the time so please do check.

July Mon 6 Lea Cross WI  Visitors welcome. Cruckton 
Village Hall 7:15.

 Mon 13 Pontesbury WI  Pontesbury  Public Hall 
2:00. Visitors welcome.

 Wed 15 Flower Club  Westbury Village Hall 7:30.
Aug Sun 23 Garden open for National Garden Scheme 

 Chris and Bill Neil. Edge Villa, Edge, 
Yockleton SY5 9PY. Home Made teas. 
Adm £5 chd free. Plants for sale.

 Wed 26 Flower Club  Westbury Village Hall 7:30.
 Sat 29 Pontesbury & District Gardeners Annual 

Show  Pontesbury Public Hall 2:30.
Sept Mon 7 Lea Cross WI  Visitors welcome. Cruckton 

Village Hall 7:15.
 Mon 14 Pontesbury WI  Pontesbury  Public Hall 

2:00. Visitors welcome.
 Wed 23 Flower Club  Westbury Village Hall 7:30.
Oct Mon 5 Lea Cross WI  Visitors welcome. Cruckton 

Village Hall 7:15.
 Mon 12 Pontesbury WI  Pontesbury  Public Hall 

2:00. Visitors welcome.
 Wed 28 Flower Club  Westbury Village Hall 7:30.
Nov Mon 2 Lea Cross WI  Visitors welcome. Cruckton 

Village Hall 7:15.
 Mon 9 Pontesbury WI  Pontesbury  Public Hall 

2:00. Visitors welcome.
 Wed 25 Flower Club  Westbury Village Hall 7:30.
Dec Mon 7 Lea Cross WI  Visitors welcome. Cruckton 

Village Hall 7:15.
 Mon 14 Pontesbury WI  Pontesbury  Public Hall 

2:00. Visitors welcome.
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Pontesbury Cemetery:  
an update

There has been some discussion of  our local cemetery 
in “social media” recently. This has led to some 
changes which may affect all who visit the cemetery. 
But first, it may help if  we set out the background.

We are fortunate to have a cemetery in Pontesbury 
that’s near the centre of  the village, with sufficient 
consecrated space for some years to come. The 
cemetery is actually an extension of  the Churchyard 
that surrounds St. George’s Church and so it’s the 
property of  the Church of  England, and it’s the 
responsibility of  St. George’s Church to ensure it is 
available for use. 

There are costs involved in keeping the cemetery in 
a fit and safe state. We need to ensure that boundary 
fences, walls and gates are sound, that bushes and 
trees do not encroach, that pathways and landscaped 
areas are suitably laid out, and the grass is kept 
down. Fees are charged to meet the cost of  individual 
burials and these provide a small fund to help meet 
the costs of  maintaining the cemetery. But – we get 
no financial help from head-office! In fact – like just 
about all churches across the country – we have to 
pay our way. Churches that don’t meet their costs 
face having to share their Minister with neighbouring 
parishes – or even closure. 

So we could say that we run the cemetery on a wing 
and a prayer. This task falls to a very small, ageing 
group of  volunteers. We tackle jobs ourselves when 
we can, to save money – and we are very grateful to 
those who keep parts of  the cemetery and individual 
graves neat and tidy. When we have no choice, we do 
pay for work – but we have to keep within our budget. 
It’s very true that with more money, we’d pay for more 
work and make things even better. 

We do know that despite our best efforts at 
maintaining the cemetery, not everyone is happy 
at times. The recent “social media” discussion is 
evidence of  an issue regarding upkeep around grave-
stones. Criticism travelled quickly and before we knew 
it, we found ourselves without anyone to cut the grass. 
So now, we are faced with a choice: pay for more time 
than before to keep the grass down (with money we 
don’t have), or leave the cemetery to become a “wild 
area” (fine for birds and other wild life but not for 
human visitors and liable to create other problems).

We will let you know what we decide to do in due 
course. But we would ask you please to contact us 
by phone (details below) if  there is an issue that you 
need to discuss about the cemetery. We can’t work 
miracles but we will do what we can! Pontesbury 
Cemetery is a very special place of  peace and quiet 
which we can visit to remember our loved ones. We 
all want to keep it that way, don’t we?

Your humble, ageing volunteer Churchwardens,
Mary Worrall 01743 791069

Allen Marsden 01743 791822
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Curlew Cam Press Release
Shropshire and Wales based Curlew Country announces the return of  popular ‘Curlew Cam’ for it’s fourth year. 

Watch this pair’s nesting journey to see if  they hatch chicks successfully. 

Despite all the changes we have made this year due to Covid-19, we are excited that Curlew Cam is back (with a 
warning to those who find it distractingly addictive). Lots of  thought and effort has gone into government guidelines 
for work and social distancing in achieving this, but with the help of  dedicated farming partners Wynford, Joyce, 
and Trish we have succeeded. Our spirits are raised, and we hope yours will be too.

This breeding Curlew territory in Wales has history. It was the feature of  a beautiful short documentary film 
by Billy Clapham called Keeper of  the Call.  Billy wanted to make a film about Curlews as his final piece for his 
master’s degree in Wildlife filmmaking and contacted Curlew Ambassador Mary Colwell Hector who kindly put 
him in touch with us.  The film featured on Springwatch last year and was nominated for several awards at film 
festivals internationally.  

The male on this nest, with a yellow ring coded ‘BI’, was ringed in Dolydd Hafren by Ornithologist Tony Cross, 
back in 2015. He has nested in his current territory, near Chuchstoke in Wales, for the past 3 years. Before this 
he nested in a nearby territory, approximately 2km away. It is quite unusual to see changes in nesting sites for 
curlew, being notoriously site faithful birds. For the past 3 years Curlew Country have protected the nest with 
temporary electric fencing, allowing all to produce chicks and while we cannot be 100% sure, we believe at least 
some of  these fledged successfully. 

The female of  the pair is also colour ringed, with yellow coded ‘ID’. She was ringed by Tony later than the male, 
in 2017, but at the same migratory stopover point, Dolydd Hafren. Her nesting history has been less successful 
as far as we know, previously holding a territory some 10km away! While we do not know where this female goes 
in winter, the male is known to head to Devoran in Cornwall every year. 

You can view the live camera, and find out lots more about Curlew Country’s ground-breaking conservation work 
over on their website: www.curlewcountry.org. 

Amber Bicheno, Curlew Country Project Assistant

www.curlewcountry.org
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News from the Library
March and Covid 19 brought the slightly premature closing of  the ‘old library’. We didn’t ,therefore, give 
it the farewell we intended. However, the last customer did, for a moment, pause in the door way and say, 
”goodbye little library”. I think he spoke on behalf  of  all our customers. It was a moving moment and 

marked the end of  an era. During the early days of  closure and with every precaution necessary, we managed to 
move the books to the Pavilion. It looks amazing and we can’t wait for the time when you will all be able to come 
and share the new space. The next few weeks were spent clearing and packing up the rest of  the old building. 

Most of  Shropshire libraries staff  have been working behind the scenes, in branches and at home, so all the online 
resources are available, and a few extras! I hope you have been enjoying ‘libraries from home’. The ‘new normal’ 
for libraries will be a challenge for us all but we will keep you informed of  when and how we will be open again.

Continuing to find ways of  delivering a library service, one event that will go ahead but in a new format will be 
the Summer Reading Challenge. It will be all online this year, launching earlier than usual on 1 June. Check here 
to sign up https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/signing-in-src

Take care, see you soon.
The Library Owl

The area for juniors at The Pavilion The adult fiction area at The Pavilion

 

 
 

Tel: 07908 205881 
www.mrwasp.biz info@mrwasp.biz 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/signing
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Beat the Heat 
Stay cool at home

Stay cool, keep well 

Cooler, safer places

Watch out 

For more information go to  www.nhs.uk/heatwave
PHE publications gateway number: GW-1289

Many of us will need to stay 
safe at home this summer

Know how to keep 
your home cool 

Look out for others safely, 
follow COVID-19 guidance

Go indoors or outdoors, 
whichever feels cooler

Self-isolate at home 
if advised to do so

Use cool spaces considerately, 
keep your distance 

Drink plenty of �uids and 
avoid excess alcohol

Slow down 
when it is hot

Stay connected, 
listen to the forecast

Be on the lookout 
for signs of heat 
related illness  

Stay safe 
when 

swimming

Cool your skin with 
water, slow down 
and drink water

Get help. Call NHS 
111 or in an 

emergency 999

Coping with heat & COVID-19



  Simplifying Computers            01743 790968 
and Technology             07971 480036 

  across Shropshire       greg@shroptech.com 

•   Do you still need to upgrade from Windows 7 ?   We can  

  help you upgrade your existing computer to Windows 10  or help you choose a newer one 
• Computer repairs        No fix, no fee        Upgrades         SSDs         Security cameras  
• Cloud Storage      Data Recovery      Backup Service       Internet / WiFi problems fixed 
• We sell 3 grades of Electronics –  “New”,  “Open Box” or  “2nd User”,  all min 1yr warranty 
• Smart Phones, Tablets, Laptops, Desktops, TVs, Speakers      Backup Service      

    Shropshire Technology is registered with the ICO for the Data Protection Act 1998 – your data is safe with us 

 
 

Monday-Friday 9am –5.30    Saturday 9am—3pm (inc. Post Office)  
Shrewsbury Road, Pontesbury, SY5 0QD   Tel: 01743 790600    Email: info@connectionsy5.co.uk 

www.connections-pontesbury.co.uk    Connect with us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

GLADRAGS 
Casual, Classic 
and Everyday 
Clothing, Shoes 
and Accessories.                            
Call Sue: 
07795592716 

Your Local Department Store 
Pets Corner                                            
Cards/Wrap                                              
Household Essentials                            
Hardware/DIY                                                 
Dry Cleaning                                 
Gifts                                        
Gardening                                             

Visit our NEW LOCAL ARTIST AREA                                                                 
Cards, Prints, Gifts and MORE.                                         
Beautiful, bespoke and unique. 

Should you wish to telephone the Post Office  

directly the telephone number is 01743 790621  

HIGNETT’S of
PONTESBURY Ltd.

Established 1919

Retailers of Quality Foods
Fresh meat, Fruit and Vegetables

Fresh Bread, Pies and Buns all baked on the premises
A range of  Sausages and Burgers made to our own recipes

Fresh Flowers and Plants
Groceries at Competitive prices

01743 790228 www.hignetts.co.uk
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KEITH PRICE: BUILDER
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FULLY INSURED

ALL TYPES OF  
BUILDING WORK  

UNDERTAKEN 

INCLUDING HARD 
LANDSCAPING

01743 792847 or

07792939370

www.hignetts.co.uk


We’re a multi-disciplined inde-
pendent firm of letting agents 

and Chartered Surveyors, based 
in Hook-a-Gate, operating 

throughout Shropshire,  
offering residential lettings  

services including: 
 

Fully Managed  
10% of annual rent + VAT 

 
Letting only  

 £499 inc. VAT 
 

Letting only (without viewings) 
£399 inc. VAT 

Do you have a  

let property? 

T: 01743 404925  
W: howiekentandco.com 
E: enquiries@howiekentandco.com  
Welbatch Farm, Hook-a-Gate 
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01743 280 100
www.wacemorgan.co.uk

Dedicated to providing 
you with a friendly, 

efficient and professional 
legal service

Civil & Commercial Mediation
Commercial & Agricultural
Commercial & Civil Litigation
Debt Recovery
Elderly Client & Care Funding
Employment

Family Matters
Family Mediation
Personal Injury
Residential Property
Social Housing & Development
Wills, Trusts, Tax Planning & Probate

21 St Mary's Street | Shrewsbury | SY1 1ED

Family Arbitration

Henderson’s Auctions

Antiques and Collectables
&

General Effects
Next Auction

T.B.A.
Minsterley Parish Hall

Viewing - 4:00 pm
Sale commences - 6:30 pm

01743 792727 / 07970 010148
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Wombrook  
Home Maintenance

Improvements, repairs and maintenance, 
in and around the home.

Decorating. Tiling.
Carpentry. Plumbing. 
Kitchens. Bathrooms.
Fences. 
 

Odd jobs & more.

All work is fully guaranteed and insured.
References willingly supplied – just ask.

Call Steve Percival: 01743 860712 
                          0794 0894 378    



Call us for open honest advice

Specialist advisors to the 
mature and retired market

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

01743 365 813
Ben Walters DipFA MIFS  ben@portland-fp.co.uk
Hannah Edwards DipFA LIBF  hannah@portland-fp.co.uk

www.portland-fp.co.uk

•	 Later Life Planning
•	 Long Term Care Planning
•	 Inheritance Tax Planning 

•	 Retirement Advice
•	 Saving & Investment Advice

 

INSURANCE THAT’S 
ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Call our office in Shrewsbury on 01743 344 743

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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DOMESTIC ABUSE & COVID-19 
The increased isolation of families and the difficulties and pressures associated with how life has changed 
since COVID-19 is likely to increase the risk of domestic abuse being carried out by individuals over the age of 
16: 
• towards their partner, ex-partner or other family members (this can be children, siblings, parents, 

grandparents whether directly related, in-laws or step-family); and  
• towards those who live in the same household or who they are continuing to have contact during this 

period due to caring or co-parenting responsibilities. 

The Government have published national guidance to get help if you or someone you know is 
a victim of domestic abuse.  

 We have also made available key local and national contact numbers and resources for 
people living with domestic abuse at this difficult time. Please visit our Love Shouldn’t Hurt 
webpage.  
 

Working with people who harm 

There are several key things organisations, frontline staff and volunteers could consider in working with those 
who pose a risk of domestic abuse during this time: 
 
Promoting the Respect Phoneline 
Respect is a national domestic abuse organisation who have a phoneline, 
webchat and email service as support for people concerned about their 
behaviour and wanting to manage and change it.   
 
 Respect have recently launched a social media campaign: 
#NoExcuseForAbuse to raise awareness of the Respect Phoneline More details 
on Respect’s latest campaign can be accessed here. 
 
Keep up to date with the latest practice guidance  

Respect and Safe Lives have both provided specific guidance 
on their COVID-19 webpages (click on their icons) for 
practitioners who are delivering interventions with people who 
are known to be committing domestic abuse.  

The evidence base for interventions with individuals who commit domestic abuse is largely based on intimate 
partner violence by males upon females over the age of 16 who have been convicted of domestic-abuse 
related crimes. It is therefore important that you therefore consider how this guidance applies to working with 

BUSINESS UNIT NEWSLETTER – 14TH MAY 2020 
 
 

 

Shropshire Safeguarding Community 
Partnership 


